
     

    What Child is This?  And Why It Matters! 

The familiar Christmas carol, “What Child Is This?” was written by William Dix, a successful Scottish 

insurance salesman and lay hymn writer who lived from 1837-1898.  As with many famous hymns and 

carols, this one was written during a time of struggle.  At the age of 29 William was stricken with a 

serious illness that left him bedridden for quite a while.  It was during this time that he suffered a severe 

depression until he cried out to God who “met him in a new and real way”.  Out of this spiritual 

experience came a number of hymns including this wonderful carol. 

What Child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping?  

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  

Haste, haste to bring Him laud -- the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 

It is important to know that Christmas is celebrated in countries all around the world. This carol is one of 

the many that can be heard on the radio and in the shopping malls of many different nations including 

our own.  In all of these places I wonder how many people actually consider the question that William 

Dix is asking in this song.  What child is this?  Dix provides his own answer to the question --- “Christ 

the King”.   But, what do you believe?  Or what if you asked your neighbor, your co-worker, or a person 

in your community?  What would they say?  And then there is the question behind this question --- why 

does it really matter? 

First, I’d like to say that it really does matter!  And it doesn’t matter because I think it does, but because 

God says it does.  Jesus asked the question to his disciples, “Who do men say that I am?’’  Many 

answers were given, but then He asked a more personal question, “Who do you say that I am?”  

Peter’s answer was commended when he said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

(Matthew 16:13-20)  It matters because Jesus said in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that 

He gave His only Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”  

And it matters because the Bible says, referring to Jesus, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal 

life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him”. 

(John 3:36) 

What we believe about Jesus does matter.  That is why Cadence International exists; to tell military 

people about Jesus.  To tell them who He is, why He came to earth, and the offer of abundant eternal 

life that He gives to everyone who puts their trust in Him.  We pray that this Christmas would be a fresh 

reminder that we all need Jesus --- the gift of God Who came to live a sinless life, to die for our sins, 

and to rise again from the grave so that we can be saved from the wrath of God, and enjoy life with Him 

both now and forever. 

Thankful for His indescribable Gift, 

Craig         
    Jentink Family News 

 



During this past year, we, as a family, have been more keenly aware of how important it is to know who God is.  

We began 2013 soberly reflecting on these very questions.  Grieving the loss of Faith, our 13 year old friend 

who lost her battle with CF (cystic fibrosis), challenged our own faith and questions about God, his love, and 

plan for each of us.  We closed the year celebrating her life and clinging desperately to the promises of His 

Word --- finding ourselves more tenderly aware of the hope of heaven.  We are so thankful for the sacrifice of 

Jesus so we can one day be reunited with family members and friends who have put their trust in Him. 

You may remember the additional child in our last year’s Christmas picture.  Savannah is now with her mom, 

Tonya, in Nevada.  She finished the school year here in Colorado and had a great 2nd grade experience.  In 

the beginning of June she was reunited with Mom at her new assignment in Nevada.  The very next day, Craig 

and Nathanael left for an 8 day father/son fishing trip to Canada.  It was a good trip, I am told.  The stories of 

rains, flooding, and cold don’t really convince me of that.  Karis and I spent those days in a warm house 

watching fun girl movies, going out to eat and just enjoying each other in the quiet testosterone-free house.   

In July, Karis spent a week in downtown Denver ministering to the needy in several different venues.   She also 

travelled with Craig to Alaska to accompany him on his supporter visits.  She had a wonderful time revisiting 

the land of her birth!  She was hoping to bring back a malamute puppy but that dream didn’t pan out.  

Nathanael and I flew to Wisconsin and had a great 2 week visit with both the Knipfers and Jentinks.   In August 

we fully entered the High School years.  Karis is now a freshman!  Nathanael is a sophomore and learning to 

drive.  Yikes!   It is quite possible that as soon as he gets his license, Karis will begin the learning process too.  

Am I ready for this, you ask?  Of course not!  I am making Craig teach them to drive!!  My heart can’t take it!! 

This fall and early winter has been filled with school, youth group, women’s ministry, MOPS, bible study, small 

group, and missionary visits for Craig.  In November we began a Home Assignment.  From now until April 2014 

we will concentrate on building our financial support team.  Please remember to pray for us as we seek God’s 

provision of additional ministry funds.   We continue to plug along, being challenged to grow closer to the Lord 

and one another.  We are looking forward to Christmas break.  Savannah and Tonya will be with us the week 

of Christmas so it will be a sweet time of reunion.   

We want to thank each of you for your care of our family.   Your prayers, support, and encouragement are a 

precious gift!  Please continue to pray for us as we grow in our relationship with God and endeavor to share 

the Gospel message.  I have found that tragedy often brings clarity about what really matters and what we 

really believe about who God is.  I pray that the lessons we learn about faith, hope, and love through these 

times become habits in our everyday lives. 

Please consider sending a year-end gift to help support us in our outreach to the military community with 

Cadence International.  Thank you, and may God provide you with a special Christmas as you consider the gift 

of His Son, Jesus. 

Because of His great love, 

Craig and Kim Jentink 

3810 S Ouray Way 
Aurora, CO 80013 
303-902-1262 
 

email:  craig.jentink@cadence.org 

cadence.org/missionaryPage/jentink 

journeywiththejentinks.weebly.com 

Facebook: The Jentinks with Cadence International 
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